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DAN XII. 4. But thou, 0 Daniel, 
ſhut up the Words. aud Seal the Book, 
even to the time of the End ; Many ſhall 
run to aud _ —— X ale. W * 
— 
— S 
de main Subjeck of Daxie?'s Prophecies, and the 
5 = Ratio of the Apoſtle John, is the ſame. 
=_ They both of them deſcribe the CHURCH 
Seng and Triumphs; her es firſt 
ith Heatheniſh, then with Antichr En Molar 
| try and Tyranny ; Her Wonderful - Preſervation, 
notwithſtanding the moſt furious Efforts of Hell, and at length 
Her glorious Deliverance, when the Kingdom of Chriſt aud of the 
Saints ſhall be Erected. Down ta that happy Period are the 
Predictions continued in theſe Inſpired Writings, and the molt 
Remarkable. Changes, in the State of Religion and it's Enemy 
foretold. As the Roman Empire has been the principal Seat 
the CHRIS TIA N*CHURCE, Kin be the 17 | 
pal Scene of cheſe Tranſaktions. It was all along the great . 
of our -SAYVT0UR's Kingdom, both in the oO 
Biganiſe and Popery ; and therefore, muſt be underſtood to my 
a large ſhare in the deſign of the Sacred P RO HE TICK 


ORACLE S. It is the fourth Kingdom in Daniel, the Beaft f- 
in the Revelation; with Seven Heads and ten Horns, divided into 4 VII. 


2 Fs & 


N¹ 


teh different Ringdoms, upon the fall of che Jnperial Couſtitti- des Ait Bi 


on; and having Subſiſted in ſeven diſtin& Forms of Government, 


_ the Eighth * 3 from it in 7e. 
A 2 fone XVII. 11. 


Rev: V: 


32 


Ban: 
14. 


OF G0 purchaſed that Friviledge, 


fully, than all before - it had done. f 


ſome Relpects, Warred again the Saints longer and more nb. 


-. BUT tho' Theſe Books agree in their principal Subject, they 


differ in the manner of Revealing” it, and in Perſpicuity. The 
Prophecies in the Revelation are more Clear and Circumſtantial, 
than Thoſe in Daniel; and it was reaſonable it ſhould be ſo, 
for No man in Heav'n, nor in Earth, neither under the Earth was able 
t0; 5 the Book, which contains the deep. Secrets of Providence, 
with regard to the future State of the Church, till the L A MB 


the Merit of His 


Sufferings. It is indeed a Jult Obſervation, that the Scripture Pre- 
ditions are often wrapt up in a venerable Qbſturity, to exerciſe 
our Diligence, Humility and Dependance on 6 O D, in our 
Enquiries; ſo that it's hard to underſtand them before their Com- 
pletion, nay ſometimes even after it: ,Yet & O D communicates 
greater Meaſures of Light to His People, when Infinite. Wiſtom' 

TIPens His Deſigns for Execution, or the more advanced State 
0 


of the Church can bear it; eſpecially. it was to be expectedthoſe 


. Events, the Death, Reſurrettianm and Aſcenſion of Chriſt, 


quld bring to the Saints the Advant 
in alt Things which it was neceſſary 


of a Clearer Inſtruction, 
in 2 | or them to know. 
this Reaſon when G OD ſent his Angel to Daniel that 


* 


Favorite of Heaven, to male him underſtand what” was to befal. his 
People in the Latter Days, yet He directs him in my Text to ſbut 
up the Words, and Seal the Book. The proper ſeaſon was not come 
for a full Diſcovery-; and the Holy People in that Age muſt con- 
tent themſelves with an obſcure Revelation. I:know another. In- 
terpretation is put upon theſe Words,that becauſe of the: Iniquity 
of the Times, that invaluable Freaſure of the Divine - Promiſes 
ſhould be ſecured for the Comfort of the Saints: But conſidering 
the Sayings were dark, and the Vifion for many days; Secrecy ra- 
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ther than Safety ſeems to be intended. The Angel tells him again, 


the Words are cloſed up and Sealed: But at the. time of the End, "WY 
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T. This laſt Head was not a New Form of Geyerament;: but the Revital of an x 


Ancient Oae, namely that of the Decemviri,. therefare it js called One of the 


eſpecially ia This, that it did not retaia the Sovereignty of the 
Hills, which the Deremurri had, but only the 


Whifton's Z[4y onthe Fevelation;..page 1820, 


Seven, yet it was. not intirely the ſame, but called the. Eighth, Deng 


diftingviſh'd; 
hy with Seven.: 
Provigces belonging to it: 4. 
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e e e We. 6 at Ab es ey 
is, in the Days of the MES S1A H's Kingdom, er rather. 
when the - Decree is ready ts bring forth the great Events, Mary 
Pall run to and fro and. Knouledge ſhall be-increaſed. Then the deep 
Counſels of Heaven will begin to be diſcloſed, the dark Veil 
drawn aſide, the Church prepared, for the Amazing Scene, juſt 
before it be opened; the Spirit of God will excite his Servants 
to Induſtry in Searching out the Meaning of the Prophecies, and 
favor them with Succeſs. This one Text has induced ſeveral- Ju- 
dicious and Pious men, - ts conclude, that now is the time of the 
End, becauſe it ſeems. ſo remarkably to agree to the-preſent Age, 
and never to any before. If by. Knowledge we underſtand Learn- 
ing in general, as ſome do; every One is ſenſible what vaſt Ad- 
vances it has made within theſe two Centuries. If we confine 
it to the Subject here immediatly . treated of, that is the Prophe- 
cies; it is evident, they are much better underſtood now, than 
heretofore. former Ages the moſt Learned Commentators 
owned themſelves ignorant of the Meaning of theſe Myſterious 
Viſions; and the Expoſitions given of them were indeed very ſe- 
june and unſatisfying; as might be ſhown at large; If it were 
. till by Divine Aſſiſtanee, the great Mr Mede and o- 
thers after him, have made Diſcoveries which are ſurprizing, but 
have the higheſt degree of probability. Ithink-it is not poſſible _ 
to read the Late Explications of Daniel and the Revelation im- 
partially, and not be convinced that the - Knowledge of thoſe. 
| — of Scripture is very much enereaſed- This is not to be 
attributed to the» Ability or Diligence of the Moderns, above 
the Ancients; the true Reaſon is given in the Text, via. That 
now, and not till now, is the Time appointed of GOD for 
making His Purpoſes known, becauſe it: is. the time ef the - 
End. FP ; 


BU Thave choſen this Text with another Deſign; than to 
prove from it the Approach of the End, that: is, the great Revo- 
lations expected in the Church and in the World by the fall of 
Antichriſt; and the glorious Conſequences of it; tho I think it 


is a very good Argument for that Purpoſe: My Intention is to 


recommend the diligent Study of the Prophetick Parts of Scripture, 


thoſe eſpecially that foretel the Changes which have happen d- 


or ſhall happen in the State of Religion, during that Period 
which is commonly called the Laſt dat. I Suppoſe it will be 
allow-ed a Juſt Inference, _ fince & 0 D has ſaid Knowledge + 
* -3 hal; 


ledge ; for his Promiſes, ſo far from ſuperſeding our Induſtry, 
are the greateſt Encouragement to it. Knowledge eſpecially is a 
Siſt, to the Attainment whereof, the utmoſt Vigor of our own 
Spirits muſt cooperate with the Spirit of /G O: D. Shall we 
pretend ſo to vet in the Word of the L OR D, as in the 
mean time to be wholly unactiv e? Shall we leave it to Him, to 
.accompliſh His Promiſe by Miracle or new. He pleaſcs, white for 
Hur part we will contribute Nothing to it? - Theſe are the Diſ- 
_ingenuons Arguings of Sloth and Unbelief. Then only we ſhow 

a pious Confidence in the Divine Veracity, when we male it 
the foundation of our Diligence, aud exert our ſelves with Zeal 
for obtaining the Bleſſings he has promiſed. Particularly, let it 
be conſidered, the Text aſſures us dur Knowledge mult be the 
— 75 Labor; and then only it ſhall be encrraſed, when many ru 
to ana fra. td IIb | | f f 


THE main Scope of this Diſcaurſe being to enforce what L have 
propoſed, and which I take to be a very Important Duty, I will 


now affer ſome Reaſonns , + FO 
Firſt, It is a Reſpe& due to Divine Revelation: When the great 
O D has vouchſafed to declare His Mind, it becomes us to en- 
quire into it, even though a great deal of Difficulty ſhould attend 
dcdur Endeavours. Our SA VIOR required the Fews to ſearch the 
ge. V. 39. Scriptures, that is principally the Prophecies concerning the MESSI- 
= AS, which were ſome of them, in reſpect of the time. of their ac- 
compliſhment as dark, as thoſe relating to the Fall of Myſtical Ba- 
.Sylon, and the Reſtoration of Jrael. The Secrets of God's Counſel 
were communicated to Daniel with great ſolemnity, and by à ve- 
ry peculiar Condeſcenſion. He muſt be prepared by long Faſts 
and many Prayers: and deep Humiliation. Then an Angel is ſent 
to him with the Meſſage, as an Inſtance of Special Favour; yet 


ved had ſuch a Diſtinct Underſtanding, even of his awn Predicti- 
ons, as ſome far Inferiour to him now have: becauſe the Accom- 
pliſhment of many has made all clearer, and G O D provided ber- 


40. Teſtament, in reſpect to the Knowledge of Truth as well as Grace, 
that the Church might by Degrees, grow up to perfection in both. 
But the Holy Man of GO did nat treat che Revelation given 


Hall be increaſed, it ſhonld he our Endeavor to encreaſe our Know- 


mY 2 mo Arge ro 


the Book was ſealed to Daniel, as well as i has been to the 
Churches ſince. We can ſcarcely imagine, that Man greatly belo-- - 
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Hieb: XI: ter Things for Us, than for the moſt eminent Saints under the old 


— 
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him with contempt, becauſe it was ſcanty; he received with Sub- 

miſſion andacquieiced in what the Angel faid to him, go thy ways, 

Diatiel,” the Words are cliſed up, ſtill thankful for the Diſcovery he 

had obtained; but withal folicitous to know the meaning as far | 

as poſſibly he could. The Vfion of the four Beaſts, and of the ten Den Vin Ni 
horns in the head of the fourth, and of the Little horn troubled him, and 15. - 

| Ho canie near u re of ten that thod by, to ab the ih of al this. 
Afterwards when he faw the Viſion of the Ram and the He-goat, , 

and in proceſs of time a Hil- hora which ſprung up in the head of. 

the Goat, to whom an Hoſt was given againſt the Daily Sacrifice; when wah 

I fay, Daniel had ſeen the Vifion, he carefully ſought for the mean 

The fame pious Diſpoſition would incline us to ſearch diligently, * 
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what or what manner of time the > Hi of Chriſt ubich was in the Pro- 
Phets did fighfy, when it teſtifyed before of the Churches grievous A- 
Mi&ions, and the Glory that ſhould follow ; eſpecially conſidering that 
theſe Inſpired Teachers did miniſter not only to themſelues, but to LI, 
the Things which they reported ; 1 ſay, to Us particularly, becauſe ours - 
ſeem to be the Times reſerv'd in Providence for a foiler Light. 
"SECONDLY, The Knowledge of the Prophecies. would 
tend te the ſtrengthning of our Faith ; and that, I am ſure, is a | 
Conſideration which ſhould induce us to Diligence in ſearching - ; | 
Them. I need not fpend time in fflewing, how much it is the = 
Duty of Chriſtians to Iuild up themſelues in their maſt Holy Faith; yawn 2 | 
— . there catmot be 2 better Expedient than Fhis i 


and the Extraordinary Miniſters both of the Od Tefttment * _ 

. It's true there are many predictions in Scripture, be- 

abliy confirm the Faith once delivered to the Saints: but when GOD 

bas given us a multitude of Witneſſes, we ought to make uſe of 
them all, that by their concurring ENgenen> his Truth may be E 
tablißed, beyond all Contradiction. Now what a vaſt C 1 
_ of H6ly Oracles, how many Syſtems of Viſions, terminate in b. | 
Time of the End, and being given by the N of Prophecy do joyn Rev XIX £ 
in ee Teſtimony of JESUS It is our Part to Labour affiduous* * 10: 
, in Explaining-and Applying them, that we may Cœrvince 72 q 
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ſayer 55 


pliſhed, have been urg d with irrefragable force. That which will 


— .S 
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the Scriptures contain ſuch true ſayings G O D, de- 
livered many Ages befdre their Accompliſhment, have the brighteſt 
Characters: of Divine Inſpiration. It is to be obſerved. with Re- 


gret, that in this our degenerate Age, Hereſies have prevail d to a 


odigious degree; nay many are arriv'd at profeſſ d Infidelity: 
Bur G © D whole Wachtel Care is ever employed about his 
Church, has provided us with many excellent Antidotes againſt 


this dangerous ſpreading Infection. Learned and Pious Men have 


been raiſed up, to plead the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, as powerfully as 
ever any in the Werld did, except thoſe who were Inſpired. Phi- 
toſophy has been brought into the Teryice of Religion, with great 
advantage. The Innate Characters of Fruth, which the Scripture 
ic ſelfbears, have been. illuſtrated moſt convincingly. The Argu- 
ments, taken from Miracles, and the Prophecies long ago accom- 


* 
- 
bs 


compleat the Evidence for the ſacred Revelation, will be the Clear- 


Knowledge and Improvement of thoſe Predictions, which lately 


have been or are ſpeedily to be fulfilled. - Theſe are ſuch a New 
Spring of Arguments, as, when they are ſet in a full Light, will, in 
conjunction with the Reſt, put Unbelievers to perpetual Shame. 


The Time is not indeed yet come, for this Proof to appear in all 
its Strength: but we ought even now, to carry it as far àas we can, 


and we have Encouragement to Diligence, when every ſtep of our 
Progreſs will add to the Demonſtration of our Holy Religion, 
FOR the Prophecies contain a ſeries of the moſt memorable E- 


vents, from the Beginning of Chriſtianity to the End of the World. 


If we ſearch diligently, we ſhall find, that many of them are a@u- 
ally accompliſhed'; and theſe are in the Nature of the Things 


Themſelves, and according to the Eſtabliſhed Order of the Di- 


vine Counſels, preparatory Steps to the fulfillment of the Reſt, - By 


Conſequence, the more diſtinctiy we underſtand the Completion 


of ſome Predictions, which are but a part of the intire Syſtem,-the 
more is our Faith confirmed in the Truth of thoſe which are yet 
pnaccompliſhed, and it appears the more evidently that the whole 


is a Divine Revelation. E 3 
THIRDLY, Our conſtant. Endeavour to grow in the 
Knowledge of the Prophecies, is a natural fruit of Zeal for the Glo- 

ry of GO D and the Proſperity of His Church. Every fincere 
Chriſtian has the Welfare of Jeruſalem at heart, and is anxiouſly 


concern d for her Peace and Felicity, which will produce ſolici- 


tous 


4 


%% LEA 


rous Enemies; They have been made to drink the Nine of Aſto- Ialnt 


_— 


tous Enquiries about the time ot her. 


bas made tte Inhabiters of the Earth drunk withthe Wine of her Forni- XVII: 2: 


have propheſied in Sackcloth. And although G O has been plea- 
the abominable Errors of Popery are diſcovered, ſome Nations are 
to. be ſufficiently priʒed: Net Enemies are ſtill lively and ſtrong, and 

as far as human Wiſdom can diſcern, the Affairs of Religion are 


in a very uncertain, nay dangerous ſituation. Even in the Proteſ- 
tant Churches, Hereſies, Schiſms and Impietys abound 3 


dation, let us ſee what is noted in the Scripture of Truth. GO D has 


* ö 


_ * _- „ — 


0 9.) 25 Shay 5 oh : bo. A $143 
| iverance from Oppreſſic n. 
We find in Scripture, the Saints long very paſſionately, for the end 
of the Church's. Calamities; and their Complaints were bitter, 
when there was none 13hoknew how long. . Now it is plain, that true 
Religion has been for many Ages depreſs d and perſecuted; The -XX:V- 
Fearers of G O D have ſuſfered Cruel Things from their proſpe- 


niſpment. That Tyrannical and Idolatrous Church of Rome, called 3* 
Siritually Sadam and Egypt, that Mother of. Harlots and Abominations, Kev: 


cation, and ſhe her ſelf has heendrunkenwiththe Blood of the Saints, and 
with the Blood of the Martyrs of FE SUS. She has ſpread the Poi- {1 
ſon of her falſe Doctrines and Superſtitious Worſhip over all parts i? 
of the World, that would receive them, and Death and Deſolation - = 
wherever her corruptions were - refuſed.  ' Sincere Piety has 
been almoſt baniſh'd out of the Earth, at leaſt confin'd withinve- 
ry narrow Limits, or, in the prophetick Language, the Church has 
been in the H/lderneſs for Time and Times, and the Mitneſſes for GOD 


- 
<a 
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ſed, to give ſome Reviving to His People by the Reformation; 


reſcu'd from their vile Subjection to the Beaſt, the glorious Day 
of clear Goſpel-light has begun to davon, which is a Mercy never 


Things are ſo, ſurely the Zeal of G O.D's houſe, Love to His bleſſed 
Cauſe ſhould make Us earneſt in enquiring, when the End ſhall be, 
and, after the Example of his Servants, cry to him with à pious 
Warmth, rl D, how, long ſhall the a . Reproach | ſhall 
the Enemy blaſpheme thy Name for ever ? I take it for granted, there 
is ſuch a ſolicitude in the Mindsof the-Godly. It is not poſſible it 
ſhould be otherwiſe. But if we would-be ſatisſied on a right ſoun- 


given Us the ſure word of Prophecy to be our infallible Guide. . 

FROM Theſe Conſiderations, I think it is "oy evident, that 
our neglecting to improve our ſelves in this neceflary Branch of 
Knowledge, is altogether Inexcuſable; and as I verily believe 
many of us are guilty, the — which appears to be ſo j — 
9 5 | WW 


will, Thope, be acceptable to Us; and that we ſhall, with a dutiful 


| Regard to the Authority and to the mercy of G O , ha has 


Ker: 
XXII. 16. 


and the Conviction of others, and with a Lealous Concern for 
the Welfare of Jeruſalem, apply our ſelves to the diligent ſearch 
of theſe Things, which were certainly writzex for our Learning, 
and which JESUS Jert His Angel to teſtify unto the Churches. - | 


I K NOW many look upon themſelves under great Diſcou- 


ragements in this Study; nay there ſeem to be plaulible Object 


ions againſt attempting it altogether; I think my ſelf therefore 


- oblig'd to take notice of them, and 1 do not deſpair of giving 2 


much more 8 on Nero og that have. greater 
their Conj 


ſatistactory Anſwer. It may be ſaid, I have all along acknowledg d, ; 
and its plain enough from Scripture, that there is a time Limited 


in the D of GO tor the Churches underſtanding the Pro- 


hecies ; we do not know - whether "that be come yet; Many 
earned Men have labour'd in this Work, with very little ſucceſs, 
and the Time and pains they have ſpent in it, might have been 


Certainty in them : ſome onjectures have been Notori- 
ouſly diſproved by the Event; Even ſince the Celebrated: Diſeo- 


veries of Mr. Mede, we are at a Loſs: what to fix upon; The 


Followers of that great Author are ftill refining. upon his Schemes, 
and almoſt every New Effay brings New Expoſitions difietent 
from; and Contrary to what has been offered; before. This 1 


take to be the ſubſtance of What can be objected, and iſ it be 


not of ſufficient weight, our Obligation to the Duty l am recom— 
mending, muſt be indiſpenſable; for to _— 


* 


the Mind of GG, elpeciallyin Matters of Importance, 
fo ufeful to the Church and to our ſelves ; I fay, to neglect En- 
quiting hens Kats — to hope. for Jucceſs, ig 


.. 
. 
* 


an Argument of a very profane Spirit. I wilt therefore endeavor 
to examine the. Matter impartially, and I have ſeveral Things to 


"Fo, Tuns main force of the ObjeRtionlies-intho apprehend. 


* 


ed Uncertainty, of the Time appointed of GOD, for the Church 
es underſtanding the Prophecies: Now ler it be conſider d, there is 
no other waytobefully fatisfy d in chis, bur by examming ſeriouſly 


the foundations, upen which it is alledged the Time is actually | 


come; that is, examining the Expoſitions that are given of the 


Prediction, wich the Reaſons which ſupport them. If the In- 


Enquiring” into 
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terpretatiens al Gn of 8 Wie N 3 the 
Time for our - Under them is Already come, and our Ig- 
norance of it is only to becharg d on our Sor and Prejudices; for 
hat other way can we propoſe 30 have Satisfaction? Theſe, as 
well as other Parts of the Holy Rule of Faith, are clear by their 
own Light, and we muſt not expect a forreign Teſtimony. The 
whoſe Matter then, may be left to this Iffae; Let any man care- 
fully and impartially read the beſt Books. that have been Wrote 
on this Subject, eſpecially within theſe 70, or 80. Years, and 
then let him judge, nay let him try; if Lacks doubt whether the 
determined time of the End, be not come or ſpeedily approaching. 
But che truth is, they are moſt forward to object, who are alto - 
. with, or at leaſt have but a very ſuper- 

tal R of this fort of Learning,” and boxer ins 
Oleitaney with the faireſt pretences they can ſind. 

Secondly, AL vHov on we Bene aut ir Ahnen in iin 
as other great Points of our Belief, we he not, on that Ac» 
count, to reje&, or even doubt of it. An uous Mind will 
in 4 ſcatch after Truth, content it ſelf wich fack Proof, as the 
Nature of the Subject will bear / The Enemies of our Religion pre · 
tend that we have noͤt demonſtrati ve proof for it, and therefore it 
oughtnot to be Believed, being a matter of ſo great Conſequence. 
This is the main Support Atheiſm and Infidelity. But we 
maintain, on very good grounds, that Chriſtianity having all the 
Evidence, that the Vatute" of che Thing can admit of, It - does + 
juſtly demand the Aſſent of every able Man; though it 
cannot be proved in the ſame Manner; as the Objects of Senſe or 
Mathematical Propoſitions, whieh are more within the Reach of 
Human Capacity. And indeed it is plain, that our Belief, in 
the moſt important Concerns of Life, and our Conduct purſuant to 
it, is founded on Moral Aſſurance. In like manner, although wee 
Have not ſuch perfect overbeating: Proof, for ſome Matters con- 
tained in the Revelation, Such às the time of Antichriſts Fulhand 
the Commencement of the Millenium, as we have ſor the Es- 
fential Doctrines of Faith, ' the Deity of our SAVIOR, and the 
ee tp n of the Hei by his Death; yet we ought to believe, 

in Fin fich A C7 75 = the Wiſdom ef 60 has been 

Nele to give Us. Tet, 0: 2911708} 

7 the Third Nuts It duly be confidincly alerted, that the 
main Subſtance of the Prophets, whereof we are now ſpeaking, 


Rev .: 
XVII. 


is as clearly underſtood, and the Evidence for it as full, as for the 
Truths contained in many other parts of, the | Bible. The great, 


Deſign af Them is comprehended in theſe Particulars; That 
ſometime after the Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtanity, there ſhould, be 
a. General Defection in the Church; That the Apoſtate Idolaters 


ſhould be form'd into a Body, under one Head of the, Apoſtacy, 


who is the. Antichriſt; That there is a Limited Time for His Riſe, 
the Continuance of his Reign and his Fal; and that, after it the 
Jeus ſhall be reſtored, and become a Glorious part of the 


Chriſtian Church, which ſhall then be more pure and Hourſhing | 


than ever it has yet been. Theſe Things are as plainly revealed 
as can be: The Meaning of the Scriptures. which contain Them 
is ſo clear, and determin'd by ſuch certain Characters, that it is 


hardly poſſible to. reſiſt the Evidence of them. What can be plain- 


er. than theſe few Propoſitions, in which the Principal Prophecies 


of the Revelation, and the parallel Places in Daniel are. ſum d up? 
The Pope of Rome, with his ſubordinate Hierarchy is the Antichriſt; 
which is ſo fully proved by Proteſtant Divines, beyond all Rational 


Contradiction, I confeſs, I cannot be far from Monſieur Jurieu's O- 
pinion, that it is become à Fundamental of Religion. The Beaſt 
aſcending. out of. the bottomleſs Pit is the Roman W The Har- 
lot that. rides the Beaſt, is the City of Rome. The . Commence- 
ment of his Wicked Tyranny is poſitively fixed, eſpecially by that 


great Hiſtorical Character, The Ten Kings receive their Power as 


Kings one hour with the Baſt, The Duration of it is 42. Moneths 


:? or 1260 Days; and a Day muſt be taken for a Lear. Theſe are the 


foundations, for our right Underſtanding the Prophecies, in which 


the Madern Interpreters are all agreed; and ever one ſees, what 
Comfortable, what Glorious Hopes of- the Churches . Deliverance 
are founded upon them. It is true, there are many other Particu- 


lars in the ſacred Prophetick Books, relating to the Laſt Times be- 


ſides Theſe I have mentioned, and which do not immediately 
depend on Them; But they are either not ſo neceſſary, or the 
Completion is at fo great a Diſrance, we cannot yet attain to 
the full knowledge of Them. Now, what, if the moſt Learned 


Commentators differ in their Opinions about ſuch Things as are 
eis Material, or more diſtant; ſhall we therefore reject all their 
xpoſitions!2 If one Author is of Opinion the Seven Vials. are all 

| aq out, another, on better grounds, thinks not One of them 


peraccampliſh's; ruft we conclude the moſelmportans Things 
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wherein. They agree are all Uncertain? Such as the time of the 
Faſe and Fall of Antichriſt. And to conclude, though there were 
much greater Uncertainty than there is, yet we have ſuthcient Eu- 
couragement to ſearch, for the Meaning of the ſacred Predictions, 
which is all L am at preſent pleading for. My Text does not ſay - 
Knowledge ſhall be perfect; but it ſhall be increaſed, and he who 

does not believe it is encreaſed, and that GOD has not, by the 

Lights he has communicated to his Church, in this laſt Age, 
given Us Ground to hope, the ſenſe of the Prophecies may be 
found out, ſeems to me prejudiced enough, to reſiſt all Argu- 


ments whatſoeyer. Ne 
I [have referved to the laſt place the principal Head of Argu- 
ments, namely, that the K owledge' of the Prophecies will be a 
means of reyiving Religion, and have a happy Influence on the 
Diſpoſition of our Minds; and on our Converſations. . It is the 
Excellent Character of Divine Light, that it tends” to Practice. 
Kt does not only make Men wiſer; but better tob, and while it In- 
forms their Judgments, at the ſame time, it Reforms their Lives. - 
This Conſideration will, Famperfwated, have the greateſt weight 
With - ſerious Spitits ; and therefore, I ſhall endeavour. to: ſhow | 
that 3 am recommending, is not an empty Speculation, 
but will afford Motives of the ſtrongeſt Tafluence to Piety and 
Charity. In order to this, F wilt give an account” of what 
Changes are to be expected in the ſtate of Religion and of the 
Church, vhem the Pròphecies are accompliſhed... (20. That theſe”. 
Changes do in à great meaſure depend on the Knowledge of the 
:Atcompliſhment; at leaſt will be very much promoted by it: 
ft. 1 will give an Account what Changes are to be expected 
in the State of Rẽligion and of the Church when the Prophecies 
are accompliſhed. Nd Man who reads the Revelation and believes 
it, however little he underſtands of the particular Predictions, but 
mutſt be of opinion, It foretels a flouriſhing State of the Church - 
ſometime before the End of the World. The Marriage of the Lamb, 
The Binding of Satan ſo as he ſhall' no more deceive the Nations, The © 
Reign of Chriſt upon Earth, do at leaſt ſignify glorious Days of 
the Goſpel Parity and Power, ſuch as have not been for many A- 
ges. The Triumphs of the Samt in Heaven and Earth, qnthele : 
Accounts, are deſcribed in ſuch ſtrong Terms, as demonſtrate the 
Occaſion muſt be extraordinary: Now the great expected Event - 
which ſhall introduce this'happy State of things, is the Fall of the 


— 
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| 5 and graves 
E ands i in its per aber ure for Gag bulge Per- 
ſecution, the Woman continues in the 22 5 But when the 
Whore that fits on many Waters, hall be judged, and the Beaſt who 
made Nur with the Saints caſt down. from. his Throne, the urch 
ſhall chen recalted ftom her Exile; Religion ſhall return to th 
Earth, and ſhine in its Native Beauty ; for that js 7 we 
underſtand by the Churches flouriſhing. Her Gloty conſiſts in re- 
. v: 3% Pe Doh in zhe Many br: Spirit, which a 97 
. oy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Geutlenaſe, s, Faith, od em- 
15 - Ry not in External Splendor, Riches and ſecular Greatneſs. 
hefe belong rather to Great Babylon, Which fits as a Queen clo- 
AWIlls: hed in face Linen and Purple and Scarlet, and decked with Cold and pre- 
cious Stones and Pearls, I cannot but think it worthy of our Ob- 
ſervation, that the Papiſts boaſt of 8 ard Vidbility, Fore 
and Grandeur "of their 42 0 . heed Lax e true 
Church; and they are the only Sect of ee who 2 that 
Principte ; whereas accouding to the Scripture Account, they are 
por flefsed by Antichriſt i in 4 ter meaſure than ever they w 
the true Church? but ſuch corrupt Notions hail periſh wi 
hs Impoſtor, whoſe Intereſt it is to maintain chem. Indeed it N 
for us to make a diſtinct Ju t of the. + ran what. the v 


. Importance is of St. Jobis Fin in the XIX of the Reuel b f Fur 
but My Gr 5 5 it denotes a e of the Church, for 
cy. ar exceeding ever we were acquainted 
Pencz we "OP 0 ROY: to appre- 
7 al i 
EAVES pon f 5 
Kingdom in General, we es will ac- 
crue to the Proteſtant e in e phe the DeleuSion of 
Popery; what T mean by this, is a N : and 
that Will be aflowed to he the g reateſt Advantage ſincere Chriſti- 
ans can deſire in this World. To juſtifz this Obſervation, which 
T take to be of very e deſire the following Par- 
ticulars may be conſidered, Firſt, that the Reformation of the 
Churches, which commences from the. fix ſhock given to the Ad” 
tichriſ- 
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tiehriſtian Kingdom, is . Gradually. This ſeems to be 
Countetzanced by the Prophecies themſelues. In Dame we ſind four 
e {AROgS, Ions different Periods; in the great 
Progrefsive Work of Erecting our S.A.'V LO R's Kingdom, _ 
on the Ruins of its Oppoſite, In the VIII Chapter of Daniel 757 I 
we have theſe Words, And he ſaid unto me, Unto two thouſand and © 
three hundred Days (or Evening-moraings ):then ſhall the Santtuary.be- - A 
cleanſed. In the XIIth Chapter, The Man«lothed in Linas held up bis ch: XII. 
Right Hand and. his Left Hand to Heaven, and ſuare by Hm that li- 7: | 
veth for ever, that it ſbould be for Time, Times and an Half, or a Part 
of Time. Again ftom the Time that the daily Sacrifice ſhould be taken "© r. 
away, and the Abomination that cauſeth- deſolate ſet up, there ſball be 3 
1290 Days. Laſtly, Bla is he-that witesh, andcometh o/then13 54 < 1 
Days. Without attempting a particular Explication oftheſe Num- 
bers, one may reãſdnably c e, they ſignify that the Glorious 
Defign is not finiſhed at once. But every new ſtep brings a new 
Acceſſion of Glory to Religion, and raiſes it by. . degrees 8 
from its former Obſcurity. In the Revelation, there is a Remark- 
able Difference between the End ot the Reign, and the Life of N 
tlie Feaſt He was to continue in his Power 42 Moneths, yet aftet - 7778 #1 
the fa ol. Babylon, which muſt determine the Reign of the Beaſt;- C aps ud 
another Angel follows ſaying with @ loud Voice, If any Man worſbip the xl V. $: 
Beaſt and his image, and receive his mark. in his. Fort-htad or in his her. 911: * 
Right band, be ball drink of the Wine of the. Wrath , GO D. A. 
gain it is plainly intimated in the X VII Chapter, that the F chap: 

all of Babylon is but partial; for after the Cyy thar Babyjlonthe great XVIII: 2: 
is fallen; another Vice from Heaven ſahs, Come out of her my People. yer: 4. 
And afterward, in the XIXth Chapter, comes the Total Fall, and- Chap:X1X + 
the Journ of the Beaſt and falſe Prophet. © 20 

2h.. TH E Antichriſtian Spirit may bo working, and in a great 

meaſure. prevail, where his viſible Dominion does not appear, o . 
is not acknow! The Apoſtle Paul ſaw the Myſtery In- 2 ft 
quity already, N his Time: and the Apoſtle John tells us II. 7: 
when he wrote his ee in the Church; CY Fo, II 
though certainly che Reign of the Beaſt,” with ſeven Heads and tes 18. 
Horns. did not begin before the middle of the Fth' Century, and © 
probably, that which is ſtrictiy called the Antichriſt,” or the ſecond 
Beaſt, in the Thirteenth of the Revelation, not till the Beginning of 
the Seventh. The Monſter rifing out of the bottomleſs Pit could not 
at firſt appear in his full Proportions. The Chriſtian Church would. 
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not ſuffer ſuch prodigious Tyranny and Corruption at once 1 — 
obtruded on her. But Holy Divine Providence permitted the 


9 


* — I 


» ** N v ** . 
1 3 * 3 * y * — 9 W — 8 — — 
+ 4 - - 
( 16 Y 4 : 
> "Y : Y: 


Dark Deſigns of Hell to be carry d on by Leiſurely Steps: At firſt 


| Leſser Corruptions crept into theWorſhip, andUturpations into the 


Government of the Church; and theſe gradually encreaſing, eſ- 
pecially by being rigidly-Impoſed, prepared the Way for the Man 
of: Sin to aſcend his Throne. It js not to be doubted, but many 


ſerved his. Intereſt, who were far from ſuch a Deſign. We need 


not ſcruplę to charge the Antient Church, with Introducing the 
Grand Defection, after fo good Authority as I have cited of two 
Apoſtles, who tell-Us they ſaw it beginning in the pureſt Age: 


And afterwards ſome even of theBiſhops of Rome, obſerved, and 


ſeverely Inveighed againſt Antichriſtian Pride and Domination in 


the Church, before that Wicked was fully Reveglad." By the ſame 


Reaſon, we may conclude there are Remains of the Spirit of An- 
tichriſt, where his groſſer Errors and Uſurpations are renounced. 
This will appear from thoſe Scripture-Prophecies, which contain 


What may be called the Moral Character of Antichriſtianiſm, 


whereby it is demonſtrated to be the perfect Reverſe of Practical 
Chriſtianity. See how the Apoſtle deſcribes the Subjects of the 
Son of Perdition, who exalteth himſelf above all that is callef G O D, 
or is wonſbiped: They received not the Love of the Truth that they might 


be ſaved. And again they believed not the Truth but had pleaſure in 


unxighteouſusſs. - In the Firſt Ep. to Timothy Chapter IVib, from the 
beginning, we. have as lively a Deſcription of Antichriſt, as any 1 
think in the whole Bible, and nothing can age more exactly to 
the Papacy. But obſerve theſe-remarkable Words, Speaking Lies 


in -Hypocrifie, having their. Conſciences ſeared with an hot Iron, which is 


the very Fence and Spirit of the Apoſtacy. It is certainly of the 
ſame Times, for they are perilous Trmes, and of the ſame Defe&ion 
that Inſpired Author ſpeaks, in the third Chap: of his IId Epiſtle, 
where we have a Collection of the moſt abominable Iniquities which 
make up the Character of the Antichriſtian Party. Wherever 


then, Men are Lovers of tteir own ſelves, Covetous, Boaſters, Proud, 


2 Till. Blaſplemers, Diſobedient to Parents, Unthankful, Unholy, without natu- 


2338 4 


1 


ral Affection, Truce-breakers, falſe Accuſert, Incominent, Fierce, Deſpi- 


ſers of thoſe that are Good, Traytors, Heady, High-minded, Lovers : 
Pleaſures more than levers of 'G 0 D, having a form of GoMlineſs; 34-7 


denying 
Axa and Gregwy the greats | 


rf 179 


nomination of Proteſtants, We haye reaſon to bleſs: GOD for al 


the Churches which haye departed from the abominable Tdolatry 


and Superſtition of Rome, whatever Imperfections yet cleave to 


- 


them. But certainly, the Narrow Spirit that appears in many 


ought to be regreted, and make Us long for the times of Re- 


formation, which ſhall bring them a Deliverance from it. - To 


confine our Common Chriſtianity. within the 7. 85 Enclo- 
ſure of Unſcriptural, Kccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions; to reject all | 
from our Communion. in ſacred Things, who cannot come up 
to all our Opinions, however confeſſedly remote from the Ef 

; C ſentials 
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ſerials of R on; to hg 1 Vnifornicy in wes 603 
Modes oi Fee by levers bang ; hows 4 Diſpoiition not 
very becoming Thoſe oo ave . Popety; ; bn the” Ac. 


count of its incoicrable/ Eyrantiy, 48 as Ec But i im 
> Proteſtanth 4 


atraid the ſame Spirit prevails too much, 
all Perſuaſions, even e pureſt of Them; A that the Zeal of 
many is more tor peculiar diſtinguiſhing O inions, than for Faith” 
and Repentance and bay! the Vitals of eligion. We are all 
of Us expecting a bettet State of the Church; bur what is che 


Reformation we lock for? It wilt be found upon Examination, 


155 16: 


that the Hopes of the greater part center in this, chat their own 
particular Church itutions ſhall be gene! received, rather 
than in the Revival of practical Godlineſs. Thus we contend 
for Favorite Schemes and Teners, rather than the great Ef- 
7 of the Faith once delivered to the Saines, and for the honor 
more than for che eas of 0 1 1 ES = 

A7 Kal It is true, no Principle of to be 
elicem'd little, no Inſtitution of our SAVT * 5 de given 
up or diſpenſ d with, under the ff A Prerence. of bene 
Moderation. and Peace : but then our Zeat ou ; 
be Uniform, | and. | Exert it ſelf with A — . Watmth, for the. 
moſt molt Mgraal points both of: 4955 Je Practice. To be very 
ous for Doctrines and Du Leſſer Importance, while 

we — or are more . > ii about, thi = which are fun- 
damental, is à certain Mark of Bigotry ; and a Catholick Caufe 
is diſparag'd 97 2 Fart ny Apirit in aſſerting and pur it. Ix i 4 

ſcarcely to be imagin' ever Chriſtians will ae age 

in all their Sentiments and Practices in Leſſer Wied = 
Harmony ſeems to be reſerved for Heaven : But he "Beſt State 
of the Church we can expect here is, When the Excellent Direc- 
tions of the olpel, for our forbearing one Another, ſhall be 
Vaiyerſally py Hp ; when thoſe who differ fall 


| faithfully 
xom:X1V: neither deſpiſe nor Juze one Another : but waiting for a more 
rü I Perfect Revelation, if in any. Thing they be. otherwiſe minded, ſnan 


whereto they have already attaingd, . by the ſame Rule, and mind 


the ſame. Things, MODERATION fhall not then be 


loaded, with the opprobrious Name of Luke-warnmef;, nor 
Mer of c H ARI T T reviled as falſe Brethren. 


IVIy, T HER E is reaſon to believe, that When Popiſh Im- 


ſhall be Lally diſcovered and abandon'd.; e Ne. 


, ,, . Hams 
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. N Wu TION Withiliawe - their Homage 
him; Procèſtants will be Ys includ 1 renotmco- rhe Ne- 
uns ci ing Anrichriſtian Spirit, Errors and Süpetttition- Such 
 Bx6markable Levolutio 50 as the 4 delctibts that with it's 
Conlequeuces a0 be, mult have a ftrong Influence on the Minds 
of Men, at leaſt of the People of GOD.” If Deſtructive Plagues 
he poured out on the Papal . and thereby the Stambling- 
black, which pow . hinders the Converſion of Jeu, Mabomerans 
and: ther Infidels, be taken away ; ſo as thele Natiotis ſhalt flow 
unto the Mountain of the Houſe of the Ind: it is not to be doubted © 
but the Churches already retormed, will coaſent to a farther Re- 
1 Especially K us 5 that this great work is to 
be accompli 17. not might 688 the, Power ot Men; but by 
2 Sirit 9 2 27 410 wilt conſume that withed with 
the Spirit of h. Wi how the Glorious Scene is defcribed 
in tae —.— An Angel flies in the midſt of Heaven, having 
the Everlaſting Goſpel to preach unto them that duell on the Earth. Im- 
mediately there 2 another Angel, ſaying, Babylon & falen, is 
Jalen, that great «Ci When the Vord 0 God has fuch 2 free 
Corſe ; when there is fach- 2 Univerſal and plentifuf Effuſion 
of the Spirit, aß 805 Conpert Papiſts, Jews and deere fur 
it will Reform Proteſtants; DPS 2 any thing ap yet, that 
is the grand Heriod, at which we are. to expert eformati- 
on, and enen Peace to be reſtored to the 25 5 
B. UT, not only will the Churches in euren obtain EY f 
 advantoge-by-the Fall, of Anti e 5 rticular * Ch 
vrho ves at that happy time Hcreaſe of Grace 


the. Incorrigible. 8 of 8 the v 


5 "IE "a 
preading Chriſt nity over 

the World, are . which x mul might! GO! 2 pdus Soul, 

eonfirt\ it's yy pers ve and. Hy. And it is not 
ti be donbte will then favor His People wirh 

greater Meaſures of e Spiritual Life and Comfort. ons 
Corditibn; df particular. Sai nts, E mean in reſp to, Spit 

| Growth. is generally — to that 6f the Church. 3 
Are laneniſſes, ſo · do They a phy She is i 4 foattthi ige pro- 


ſperuns State, 8 vargke i he er, Pro perity. and Joy. 
* 2 3 


Intereſt i the Ward, 


and larger —_—— th ma Ped Git. 1 The Accom- 
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there is an Enemy to Him ih every Soul, a Law in the Members 
. warring againſt the Law of the Mind. The Day of GOD's "Power | 
will triumph over both. Chtiſtians now complain of mate 
Piety, weak Faith, prevailing Temptations and great Di 
- .couragements, which ſhould make them long for that *plehtiful 
Fall ot Heavenly, Dew on the Garden of GOD, which will water 
every, Plant, and make it flouryb inthe Courts of the Lord ;-elpecs 
ally tor that Eminent Revival of Religion, which ispromiſed at 
the Converſion of the Jews ; for the Apoſtle fays, The Receivir 
Nom: XI. of Them (into the Church again) | ſhal be Liſe from the Deud te 
5 ih / eee 
| IPROP OSE D, in the next place to ſhow, That the 
Bua) Change in the State of Religion does, in a great Meaſure, depend 
on the knowledge of the Accompliſhment of tho Prophecies ; at leaſt is 
very much promoted by it, and this will very gow {vert When 
Divine Predictions are actually ful filled, they cannot make ſuits 
able Impreſſions on our Minds, nor conſequently produce the 
Effects they ought to have in our Reformation, unleſs we know 
their Accompliſhment ; eſpecially when the Prophecies them- 
ſelves import a Change to the Advantage of Religion, and the 
Event is it's Revival; it's. plain our Knowledge maſt 1 much 
contribute to it, for Pew grove upon the foundation of an En- 
lighten d Judgment; and Religi 


ligious Sentiments, and a Regular 

Zeal muſt be derived from this View, that GOD is leading 

us into them by the Amazing Completion of his Promiſes. 
B UT if the Prophecies are not actually fulfilled, only the 


| Bleſſed time js approaching, can any advantage acerew even from 
N the Knowledge of that? Tes certainly, for it is a ſtrong Motive 


2e. III. to practical Godlineſs. The Apoſtle Peter argues for al holy Con- 
| H;. « wverſation and Godlineſs, from the Churches Expectation of the Day 
of the. Lord, in uhich the Heavens (hall. paſs aa with a great noiſe, 
and the Elements ſhall melt with Jer ven: Heat ;'the Earth alſo, and the 
Works that are therein ſhall be burnt up : and the force of the Mo- 
tive is taken from the Hope as. well as the Fear of that Glorious 
Day. By Parity of Reaſon, the believing hope of other great Re- 
volutions (which are alſo in Scripture called the day of the Lord) 
in which the Juſtice of G O D is manifeſted againſt his Enemies, 
and his Mercy and Faithfulneſs to his People, ought to have the 
fame Influence on us, and their Influence ought to be the grea- 
ter, when we know them to be near. But eſpecially theſe Words 
ef that Inſpired Author are remarkable, hoking for and haſting amo 


LY the 
3 
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” he. Coming of the Day of GO.D, or rathericſhould be rendred le. 
ning the Coming of the Day GD. Here now is the Argument. 12: 

Chriſtiatis may baſten x the Coming ofthe Day of GO D; and how | 

It is by Jooking for it, that 1s 10 K 2 ſteady believing Expectation - | 

at leaſt our Looking will tice -thole 12 whereby it is haſtened. 

The Faith, Repentance and Reformation of the Church accele- * 
rate her Deliverance, and arcthe immediate Preparation for God's 

_ appeatitig 7 behalf, according to His Mord; whereas the * 

Unbelief an Diſobedience 15 his People delay che Accompliſh: 
ment of his Promiſes.” When th © Iſraelites were brought out 
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their Minds are poſſeſs d with the diſmal Expectation of Calamities 
to come u the Churches, as the only way that ſeems to them 
left for a Reformation. What ground there may be for ſuch Ap- 
prehenſions, we cannot poſitively tell. But G O D's Ju 
are Unſearchable and his ways paſt finding out. The Prophecy of the 2 pen 8 
Kripture, which in old Time, came not by the Will of Man, nor is of u- 20, 21. 
m private Interpretation, is a ſure foundation for our hope, This. 
while ſome are ignorant of,they have ſubſtituted melancholly Sug- 
geſtions of their own in the Room of it: But we ought 10 com- 1 Tefl V. 
Jort one another with the — nay Words. 3 1 
ESP ECIAL TI Miniſters ought to lay up a treafure of this u 10 
ſacred Knowledge that 2 keep it, and the People ſeek at 1. 
their Mouth; L the N far as he 3 ( and ; 
.* certainly his Negligence in Enquiring cau never be excuſed ) may / x we: 
8 to anſwer the Queſtion, what of the-Night ? or if the 2 2 
ful Morning be approaching. Beſiles, the Paſtors are to act a very 
eminent Part in all the Mutations which ſhall arrive to the 
_. Chriſtian Church. It is agreed by alf Commentators, that they 
are repreſented either by the 24 Elders or the four Living Crea- 
tures, in the Viſions of the Apecalypſe ; and we ſhall find they are 
ſtill the firſt in the Divine Chorus, to ſing the Hymns of Praife ;; 
and according to the Duty of their Station, to lead the People in 
that important Service; paxtieularly at the Sounding of the Seventh. Retz Kl. 
- Trumpet, that is at the fall of Antichriſt, It is therefore the Buſ- 0, 13. )! 
neſs ofthe Paſtors to ſtand upon the watch-tower, that they may dil b 
cover the Approaches of their LO R D, and be ready to attend , Fi 
the province aſſigned them. I conclude with thefe remarkable q 
Texts of the Revelation, Chap. L 3. Bleſſed is he that readeth and ad 
#hey that hear the Words of this Prophecy, and keep thoſe things which are 61 8 
written therein, for the time is at hand. Chap : XXII. 6, 7. And | 
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He ſaid unto me, theſe Sayings are faithful and true, and the LORD | 
GOD of the holy Prophets ſent his Angel to ſhew unto tis Servants 1 
de things which muſt ſhortly be done. Behold T come quickly : Bleſſed is .- 

he that keepeth the ſavings of the Prophecy of #his Book. and ver: 10. And © | 


be ſaith unto me, ſeal not the Sayings of the Prophecy of this Book : For 
Mb the Time is at hand. hs IE 
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